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An opposite, equally logical, approach to the passage in Arukhin could be
taken, in which the reasoning of the second statement of the Gemara would
be: ‘All can be included in zimmun; Whom does this ‘All’ come to include?
Certainly not women and slaves, because that is obvious; women and slaves
are mentioned above as obligated, so they are surely included. Rather, you
might have thought that since minors have no obligation they cannot count
towards the three or ten, therefore the ‘All’ comes to include a minor as being
eligible to be included. And since we have a braita that explicitly includes
minors, who are not obligated, certainly women, who are obligated, may be
included in the zimmun. (p. 457)
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Agus, Irving A. “Meir ben Baruch of Rothenburg,” Encyclopaedia Judaica, 2nd ed. Vol.
13. 2007, pp. 780-783.
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